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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1331-3-1 
HISTORIC NAME: COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 8 Church Street BLOCK/LOT: 808/2 (previously 66/2) 
COUNTY: Monmouth 
ee.” Middletown OWNER/ 
QUAD: Sandy Hook ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: Mid-19th C. Source of Date: — Stylistic 
Style: Traditional Architect: 
Number of Stories: 2 Builder: 
Foundation: Brick 


Form/Plan Type:  I-house with rear ell. 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Shiplap siding 
Fenestration: 4 over 5 bay 


Roof/Chimneys: Gable; 2 internal end chimneys, | exterior end chimney on ell 


Additional Architectural Description: 
The house has 6/6 and 12/12 sash windows and a central paneled door. There is a full porch with Doric columns. 


2009 Update: The shutters have been removed, but otherwise no exterior changes have been made. 





MAP (Indicate North) 


See District Map 





SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Faces west on a bluff overlooking Church street. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space Woodland Residential * Agricultural Village * 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other {| New Jersey Transit rail station 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


The origins of this house are uncertain. It appears on the Taylor property (see #12) on some nineteenth century maps, 
but is not shown consistently. In 1851 and 1873 it was on the property of E. Taylor. It appears on the property of 
Henry Taylor in 1889. 




















































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence PRESENT USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: — Excellent Good Fair |x Poor 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes Possible No Part of District * 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration [* 
No Threat Other 
COMMENTS: 
REFERENCES: 


1. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 
2. Beers Atlas, 1878. 
3. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 





RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton (1981); Meghan Bezio (2009) DATE: February 1981; Updated 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory May 2009 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1331-3-12 
HISTORIC NAME: | Edward Taylor House COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 82 Kings Highway BLOCK/LOT: 808/1.01 (previously 66/1) 
COUNTY: Monmouth 
ca Middletown OWNER/ 
QUAD: Sandy Hook ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 
Construction Date: 3rd quarter 18th C. (main block) Source of Date: Ref. 1; Stylistic 
Style: Georgian with later additions and Architect: 
alterations 
Number of Stories: 2 1/2; 1 1/2 (wing) Builder: 
Foundation: Stone 


Form/Plan Type: Rectangle with east wing and lean-to 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Round-butt shingles; clapboard; wood shingle 
under portico 


Fenestration: 3 over 4 bay main block; 2 bay wing 


Roof/Chimneys: Gambrel with cross gable; gabled wing; 2 interior end chimneys, 1 


exterior chimney 
Additional Architectural Description: 
The original house has a three bay side-hall Georgian plan with gambrel roof, 12/12 sash windows, round-butt shingles, 
narrow paneled doorway with tracery transom light, and a second paneled door with transom light and hood on the 
northeast end. | 1/2 story east wing has 6/6 sash windows and shed dormer with casement windows. The center gable 
with curved vergeboards and pointed-arch tracery window is a Gothic Revival alteration made between c. 1840 and 
1860. The portico with slender square posts is also a nineteenth century addition. Early twentieth century photo shows 
main (west side) entry with Dutch door and four-pane transom light. 





PHOTO Negative FileNo. 7-33) _ 7 MAP (Indicate North) 








See District Map 


SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Faces north on a 1.38 acre village lot. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space Woodland Residential * Agricultural Village * 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 

The Edward Taylor House is architecturally significant as one of the early Georgian Style dwellings in Monmouth 
County. (See also the Burrowes House in Matawan #1329-1-13 and the Covenhoven House in Freehold #1315-33.) 
Characteristically, these houses are 2 1/2 stories, with 3 bay side-hall plans, and often sided with round-butt shingles. 
As the Georgian Style was not introduced to Monmouth County until about 1750 the 1729 building date 
(Middletown Landmarks Commission) is improbable; a more likely construction date would be between 1750 and 
1770. When the house was assessed for tax purposes in 1798, it was listed as 2 stories, 30' by 30', with 12 windows. 


Edward Taylor was the original owner; his father George Taylor conveyed the land to him in 1739. Dr. Edward 
Taylor, a physician and a descendant of the original owner Edward Taylor, resided in the house from the 1820s to the 
1880s. It was probably Dr. Taylor who made the Gothic Revival changes to the original Georgian house. 


According to Ellis' History of Monmouth County, Dr. Taylor "studied medicine in New Brunswick, and began 
practicing in his native place in 1826, and continued until about 1874, when he retired. and is still living on the old 
homestead." By the time of the 1889 county atlas, Henry Taylor is shown as the owner of the house and farm. 




















































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence PRESENT USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: © Excellent Good |X Fair Poor 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes Xx Possible No Part of District 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat [* Other 
COMMENTS: 
REFERENCES: 


1. Franklin Ellis, History of Monmouth County (1885), p. 524, 533. 

2. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

3. Beers Map, 1860. 

4. Beers Atlas, 1873. 

5. Atlas of the New Jersey Coast, 1878. 

6. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 

7. Elias Conover Cole, "Middletown Tax Duplicate for the Year 1798." 





RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton DATE: February 1981 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory 
ORGANIZATION: Monmouth County Park System 
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Pase 1 


House of Edward Taylor, I 
Niddletowm, Monmouth County, New Jersey 


Owner: Monmouth County Historical Society 


Date of Erection: Late seventeenth or carly 
eighteenth century 


Architect: 


Present Condition: Restored: circa 1916 moved about 
fifty yards to make room tor high-= 
way 


Number of Stories: Two 
Materials of Construction: -HFoundation - prick 


axterior walls - frame 
construction with original 
wood shingles; bricked in 


between studs 


Interior walls ~ plastor 
and wainscoting 


Inside brick chimneys 


Roof ©» pitch with new 
wood shinsies 


Historical Datas 


Var)nit Hal3 is the name by which this house 
is REey ay J st where it derived its name ia puzzling. 
However, iendeville states that one of ¥iddistowm!'s 
bie eae es during the early nineteenth century 

was furnishing marl, a form of fertilizer, to the 
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surrounding farmers, and this was sold by the 
load at the Middletown marl pits - this may 
account for the name. 


This house is one of the oldest in 
Nonmouth County. The oldest part is ths 
story and a half section of the east side. 
It was built, according to Mandeville, in 
1684: he does not name the builder. It has 
been suggested that Squire John Taylor (1716- 
1798) was the builder. If so, it must have 
been at a later date. Since there is no doubt 
that it is older than 1735, it is likely that 
it was not built by a member of the Taylor family. 
Rosalie Bailey says that it is typically Dutch 
in architecture and suggests that some carly 
Dutch settler was responsible for it. 


The first known owner of the house was 
Squire John Taylor. The first of the Taylor 
family came from England and settled near Sandy 
Hook, in Monmouth County, in 1684. Squire Taylor 
was an important individual in this section. He 
married Phebe, sister of General Nathaniel Hurd. 
He served as Sheriff of Monmouth County and as 
Judge of Common Pleas. Squire John was an ardent 
loyalist and was appointed by Admiral Howe to act 
as Peace Commissioner for the British Government. 


Squire John sold the house in the 
middle of the eighteenth century to Barnabas 
Ryder of Long Island. He reserved a site of 
fourteen acres, and on this in 1752 he built a 
house which was known as Taylor's Folly because 
of its immense size. Squire John solid VPaylor's 
Folly in 1792 to George Crawford. It burned in 
1891. After selling this property, the Squire 
moved to Perth Amboy where de died. 
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In 1771 Edward Taylor (1712-1783), 
brother of the Squire, bought the house and 
210 acres from Barnabas Ryder. This member 
of the Taylor family was an active patriot. 
and a member of the Assembly; most of the 
Taylors were loyalists. It remained in the 
Taylor family until the twentieth century 
when it was bought by Mrs, J. Amory Haskell 
of Middletown. Mrs. Haskell had the property 
restored, and in 1936 presented the deed of 
Marlpit Hall to the Monmouth County Historical 
Society. 


All structural units are white oak, 
hand-hewn, mortised and tennoned, and pinned 
together with hardwood pins. The window and 
exterior door frames are hewn out and rabbeted 
from white oak. The shingles are nailed to 
horizontal hand-hewn shingle lath, the studs 
being filled in with brick and mud mortar. 


Bibliography: 


Mandeville, E.W. The Story of 
Middletown The Oldest Settlement 
in New Jerse Middletown, Christ 
Church, ned. (1927) 


Bllis, F. History of Monmouth 


County, New Jersey Philadelphia, feck 
and Company, 1885 
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Bailey, Rosalie Fellows Pre-Revolu- 


tionary Dutch Houses and Families in 
Northern New Jersey and southern New 
York New York, William Morrow and 
Company , 1936 

(See article on House of Squire John 
Taylor, page 411 following) 


Material collected by George Delatush 


» 
Alice fs Historian 


VILLTAMS, Asl.A. 
District Officer 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1331-3-18 

HISTORIC NAME: dosept ene May Holmes Taylor House COMMON NAME: Taylor-Butler House 

LOCATION: 127 Kings Highway BLOCK/LOT: 805/1 (previously 50/1) 

COUNTY: Monmouth 

each Midaliows OWNER/ Monmouth County Historical 
Q . Sandy Hook ADDRESS: Association 

DESCRIPTION 

Construction Date: 1853 Source of Date: Ref. 1 

Style: Italianate Architect: 

Number of Stories: 2 1/2 Builder: 

Foundation: Fieldstone 


Form/Plan Type: Square with east addition with rear 


ell 
Exterior Wall Fabric: Clapboard 


Fenestration: 3 bay (main block); 2 bay (wing) 


Roof/Chimneys: Hip, gable (wing); 3 interior chimneys 


Additional Architectural Description: 
High-style Italianate details include scroll brackets and 3-pane attic lights in wide frieze band. Windows are 6/6 sash 
with heavy lintels and paired 4/4 sash with a segmental head in the central upper bay. The Classical pilastered entry has 


narrow transom light and 3-pane sidelights. The 3 bay porch has bracket cornice and fluted columns with acanthus 
capitals. Well conserved. 





PHOTO Negative File No. MAP (Indicate North) 
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See District Map 


SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


House faces south at the top of a bluff, set back about 140 feet from the road. There is a brick smokehouse behind house. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space Woodland * Residential * Agricultural Village * 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 

This is a very well-conserved Italianate style home in Monmouth County. It was built by later generations of the 
Taylor family who resided at Marlpit Hall (##1331-3-19). Joseph and Mary Holmes Taylor married in 1849 and 
moved back to the Middletown area to raise their family in 1853. The house was in the Taylor family until 1930 
when their daughter, Mary Holmes Taylor III died. It was purchased after her death by architect Henry Ludwig 
Kramer. Kramer restored the house and added indoor plumbing. The property was purchased by George and Alice 
Butler in the 1950s. After the death of the Butler's, the Monmouth County Historical Association purchased the 
house and 5 surrounding acres in 1999. It is now open for special events. 




















































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence PRESENT USE: Mon. Co. Historical Assn. Special Events 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: — Excellent * Good Fair Poor 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes Possible No Part of District * 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat [* Other 
COMMENTS: 
REFERENCES: 


1. "Taylor-Butler House," Guidebook to A Weekend in Old Monmouth, 2009: p. 4. 





RECORDED BY: — Gail Hunton (1981); Meghan Bezio (2009) DATE: February 1981; Updated 
SURVEY: Monmouth County Historic Sites Inventory April 2009 
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INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 1331-3-22 
HISTORIC NAME: | Taylor-Osborne House COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION: 107 Red Hill Road BLOCK/LOT: 796/1 (10/14A) 
COUNTY: Monmouth 
leanne Middletown GuNER 
Q : Keyport ADDRESS: 
DESCRIPTION 


Construction Date: —_c. 1814 (section A); 2nd quarter 19th Source of Date: — Ref. 1; Stylistic; Plaque on house 
C. (section B) 


Style: Traditional (section A); Greek Revival Architect: 
(section B) 

Number of Stories: 2 1/2; 1 1/2 story wing Builder: 

Foundation: Fieldstone, brick 


Form/Plan Type: Square with north wing 


Exterior Wall Fabric: Clapboard 


Fenestration: 3 symmetrical bay main block; 2 over 3 bay 
wing 


Roof/Chimneys: Gable; exterior end chimney, 2 interior end chimneys 





Additional Architectural Description: 

House built in at least two sections. The north wing (A) appears to be the original section, and is a 2 over 3 bay deep 
cottage with a narrow doorway flanked by 6/6 sash windows. It may have been enlarged at one time; the knee wall 
windows, vertical boards on the attic story, hood over the door, and the fenestration on the north side are along the 
apparent later alterations. The main block (B), built between 1830 and 1850, has a 2 1/2 story two-thirds Georgian plan; 
quarter-round gable lights; 6/6 sash windows with small cornices; and a Greek Revival door enframement with narrow 
transom light and sidelights. Portico is twentieth century replacement. 

2009 Update: Vinyl siding covers exterior of house and storm windows have been installed over originals. 





PHOTO Negative File No. 6-29, 30 _ " MAP (Indicate North) 
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See District Map 


SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES: 


Faces east on an irregularly-shaped parcel with a 156' by 252' frontage. No remaining outbuildings. 











































































































SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: © Urban Suburban Scattered Buildings 
Open Space Woodland * Residential * Agricultural Village 
Industrial Commercial Highway Commercial Other 









































SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION: 


This house is a good example of the characteristic 3 bay English deep cottage with later two-thirds Georgian 
addition. The 1814 section of the dwelling was built by Joseph Taylor, who obtained the land (historically called 
"Ruckman's Hill," after the first owner of Town Lot #1) from his father John Taylor. The Taylors were among the 
first settlers in Middletown and were significant figures in its early history and development (see also #s 1331-3-12, 
18, 19). Joseph Taylor's daughter married Ezra Osborne and they resided in this house throughout most of the 
nineteenth century. The main block of the house was probably constructed by the Osbornes. Ezra Osborne was a land 
surveyor and "conveyancer". In 1855 he laid out Fair View Cemetery in Middletown, which has a romantic plan, 
"finely laid out in lots, walks, and avenues, and well set with evergreens and deciduous trees," (Ellis, p. 547) . 































































































ORIGINAL USE: Residence PRESENT USE: Residence 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: — Excellent Good |x Fair Poor 

REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes Xx Possible No Part of District 

THREATS TO SITE: Roads Development [x Zoning Deterioration 
No Threat Other 




















COMMENTS: This section of Middletown is highly vulnerable to development pressure. The site is not now included in the Kings 
Highway Historic District (NRHP or local). 





REFERENCES: 


I. Franklin Ellis, History of Monmouth County (Phila., 1885), p. 524, 547. 
2. Lightfoot Map, 1851. 

3. Beers Map, 1860. 

4. Beers Atlas, 1873. 

5. Wolverton Atlas, 1889. 
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